Red Sweaters Art Installation
Concept: Suspend 1500+ hand-knit mini red sweaters from a tree.
Participants: Anyone who can knit or crochet!
Purpose: This project is an art installation that was inspired by the war in Iraq. Its purpose is to spread public
awareness, encourage thought, and inspire discussions about war and current events without promoting a
specific view.
For more information, please visit our website: http://www.redsweaters.org
Basic Hand-Knit Red Sweater Pattern:
Supplies:
Yarn:
Red Heart Yarn in any shade of red
100% Acrylic (I suggest Medium
Worsted weight (super saver) but you
can use any weight)
Approx. 1oz per sweater
**Please only use yarn with "red" in
the name, like "cherry red", "flame
red", etc.
Needles:
#6 or size needed to obtain correct
sweater size
(Circular needles are recommended)
Notions:
Scissors
Yarn Darning needle
Optional: Stitch holder
Gauge:
No gauge. Sweater should be
approximately 3.5" long, 3" wide at
chest, with 3" long sleeves.
Techniques:
The patterns are written for stockinette
stitch (*knit 1 row, purl 1 row*). But
the sweaters can easily be knit in
garter stitch (knit each row), seed
stitch (k1, p1), ribs or cables. Use your
imagination!
Abbreviations:
WS = wrong side (or inside of the
garment, purl side)
RS = right side (or outside of the
garment, knit side)
st(s) = stitch(es)

Pattern:
Front Body
Cast on 14 sts. Leave a tail about 2
feet long.
Row 1 (WS) Purl
Row 2 (RS) Knit
Row 3-12 repeat rows 1 and 2
Row 13 (WS) Purl
Begin Sleeve Shape
Row 14 (RS) Knit across, cast on
12sts at end of row (26sts on needle)
Row 15 (WS) Purl across, cast on
12sts at end of row (38sts on needle)
Row 16 (RS) Knit
Row 17 (WS) Purl
Row 18-19 repeat rows 16 and 17
Begin Neck Shape
Row 20 (RS) Knit 17sts, cast off next
4sts, knit remaining 17sts. (34sts on
needle, 17sts on each side)
Shape wearer's right shoulder
Row 21 (WS) Purl 17sts. Do not work
remaining 17sts.
Row 22 (RS) Knit in the same 17sts
from row 21. Place these 17sts on
stitch holder.
Shape wearer's left shoulder
Using a separate piece of yarn (2 or 3
feet of yarn, max.)
Row 21 (WS) Purl 17sts remaining on
needle
Row 22 (RS) Knit 17sts

End Neck Shape
Return stitches from stitch holder to
needle. Be careful not to twist the
stitches.
Working with original yarn at the
wearer's right sleeve:
Row 23 (WS) Purl 17sts, cast on 4 sts,
purl remaining 17sts (38sts on needle)
Row 24 (RS) Knit
Row 25 (WS) Purl
Row 26 (RS) Knit
Row 27 (WS) Purl
Row 28 (RS) Knit
End Sleeve Shape
Row 29 (WS) Cast off first 12 sts, Purl
remaining 26sts. (26sts on needle)
Row 30 (RS) Cast off first 12 sts, Knit
remaining 14sts. (14sts on needle)
Back Body
Row 31 (WS) Purl
Row 32 (RS) Knit
Row 33-42 repeat rows 31 and 32
Row 43 (WS) Cast off. Leave a tail
about 2 feet long.
Finishing
Darn in yarn ends at wearer's left
shoulder.
Using your long tails from casting on
and off, sew the side seams from
bottom opening to sleeve opening.
Secure the sewing yarn at the TOP of
the sleeve opening - DO NOT CUT
THE YARN - we will use this yarn to
tie the sweaters together. Then they'll
hang in the tree like a garland.

Send your finished Red Sweater to: Red Sweaters c/o Nina Rosenberg, 3235 Folsom St., San Francisco, CA 94110

